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portrayed by actress Cote de
Pablo, is one of the most beloved and complex
characters in the NCIS television series. A member of
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS), Ziva
serves as a Senior Field Agent and a pivotal character in
the series for nearly a decade. Her backstory,
development, and relationships with other characters
shape much of her narrative arc and influence the
overall tone of the show. She was introduced in Season
3, initially as a replacement for the character of Caitlin
"Kate" Todd, who was killed in the season 2 finale. Ziva
is known for her fierce loyalty, remarkable combat
skills, and her often stoic, no-nonsense approach to her
work.

Ziva was born in Israel and comes from a complex and
emotionally charged background. Her father, Eli David,
was the head of Mossad, Israel's national intelligence
agency, making Ziva a child of privilege, but also one
deeply entrenched in a world of secrecy, danger, and
moral gray areas. From an early age, Ziva was trained to
be a Mossad agent, learning everything from hand-to-
hand combat and weapons proficiency to advanced
interrogation tactics. However, her journey with
Mossad wasn't without its challenges, especially with
her complicated relationship with her father.

Before joining NCIS, Ziva had already been through
significant personal turmoil. She spent time as an agent
for Mossad, but her loyalty to the agency was tested on
multiple occasions due to her increasingly troubled
moral compass. Ziva was a highly skilled agent, but her
experiences in the field—particularly with the death of
her half-brother Ari Haswari—left her questioning her
place in the world of espionage. This experience had a
profound impact on her psyche and contributed to her
internal struggle with the nature of her work and the
emotional toll it took on her.

Ziva's introduction to the NCIS team is not just as a
skilled investigator but also as someone who is
attempting to build a new identity separate from her
past. After the death of her brother Ari, she is sent by
Mossad to assist NCIS with a case, marking her first
major appearance in the series. Her relationship with
the NCIS team, especially with Special Agent Leroy
Jethro Gibbs, develops slowly but becomes a
cornerstone of the series' emotional landscape.

Ziva's role within the NCIS team is multi-faceted. As a
field agent, she provides vital intelligence and is
instrumental in solving numerous high-stakes cases. Her
tactical expertise and skill in combat make her a crucial
member of the team, especially in dangerous situations.
Her keen instincts and ability to assess threats often
keep the team one step ahead of the enemy.

However, Ziva’s journey within NCIS isn’t solely about
her work as a law enforcement officer; her personal
evolution throughout the series plays an equally
important role. Initially, she struggles with fitting in with
the NCIS team due to her Mossad background. Her
relationship with her colleagues, particularly Tony
DiNozzo, evolves from professional distance to deep
emotional connection. Despite their flirtatious and
often humorous interactions, it is clear that Tony and
Ziva share a special bond—one that grows deeper as the
series progresses. Ziva's chemistry with Tony, filled with
subtle flirtation and shared history, becomes one of the
show's most enduring and beloved subplots.

Her relationship with Gibbs also plays a pivotal role in
her development. Gibbs, the team leader and former
Marine sniper, becomes a father figure to Ziva, helping
her through some of the most challenging moments of
her life. He teaches her not only the ways of NCIS but
also the importance of trust, loyalty, and accountability.
Their relationship is often marked by mutual respect,
with Gibbs often providing Ziva with the support she
needs to navigate her complex feelings of guilt and loss
related to her family and Mossad.
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Ziva's tenure with NCIS is also defined
by the internal conflicts she faces. Her
connection to Mossad continually
threatens to undermine her place on
the team, especially when her father
Eli becomes involved in NCIS
investigations.

Throughout her arc, Ziva grapples
with her dual identity as both an
Israeli national and a member of an
American law enforcement agency.
This internal conflict plays out on
multiple levels, from her role in
critical investigations to her personal
relationships with her colleagues.

In addition, her heritage often came
up in more subtle ways, such as her
struggles with cultural differences,
her use of Hebrew and Arabic
phrases, and her strong sense of duty
and honor. All of these elements
made Ziva one of the most complex
and compelling characters on NCIS,
with her Israeli identity deeply woven
into the fabric of her journey.







15

ZIVA
DAVID
LANGUAGE LIST

One of Ziva's most notable attributes is her proficiency in multiple languages, a skill directly tied to her
upbringing and training as a Mossad agent. Ziva is fluent in Hebrew, English, Arabic, French, Spanish,
Turkish, Pashto, German, ltalian and Russian, enabling her to navigate international investigations,
interrogations, and complex covert operations.
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Ziva’s background in Mossad shapes much of her character and skill set in NCIS. Mossad, Israel’s national intelligence
agency, is known for its elite operatives, advanced tactical training, and covert operations. From a young age, Ziva was
groomed for a life of espionage, receiving some of the most rigorous and specialized training available.

Combat Skills: Ziva’s physical combat skills are one of the defining features of her Mossad training. She is highly proficient
in hand-to-hand combat, often using her agility and quick thinking to subdue suspects or engage in physical
confrontations. Her martial arts expertise includes Krav Maga, the Israeli system of self-defense and hand-to-hand
combat, which is frequently showcased in her fight scenes on the show. Ziva's ability to handle dangerous situations with
precision and speed is a direct result of her Mossad training, which emphasizes efficiency and effectiveness in close-
quarters combat.

Weapons Proficiency: As a Mossad agent, Ziva was trained to handle a wide range of weapons, from firearms to
explosives. Her proficiency with firearms, including pistols, rifles, and sniper rifles, makes her an expert marksman and an
invaluable asset in high-risk field operations. Ziva’s skill in using these weapons allows her to operate effectively in
dangerous situations, whether in active combat zones or while apprehending suspects.

Espionage and Intelligence Gathering: Ziva's work in
Mossad also involved advanced espionage techniques,
including surveillance, covert operations, and intelligence
gathering. Her ability to infiltrate enemy organizations,
gather critical intelligence, and work undercover is a result
of years of specialized training. Her strategic thinking and
knack for reading people make her an excellent
interrogator and investigator, capable of piecing together
complex situations and extracting crucial information
from suspects.

Interrogation Techniques: Ziva’s Mossad training also
included advanced interrogation tactics. She was trained
in psychological manipulation and various methods of
extracting information from suspects, often using high-
pressure techniques. Her cold, calculating demeanor
during interrogations can be intimidating, but it is also a
reflection of her deep training in getting to the truth, no
matter how difficult the circumstances may be.

Psychological Resilience: Mossad agents are trained to
handle immense psychological pressure, as their work
often involves morally complex situations and the need to
make life-or-death decisions. Ziva's resilience in the face of
stress, trauma, and moral dilemmas is a testament to her
training. Her ability to compartmentalize emotions and
stay focused on the mission, even when dealing with
personal loss or internal conflict, is a trait that sets her
apart from others on the NCIS team. This emotional
fortitude is particularly evident in her handling of difficult
cases involving her family, Mossad operations, or the
enemies she faces.
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Ziva's relevance to the overarching plot of NCIS extends beyond her character
development; she is pivotal in multiple key storylines. Her connections with Mossad
often create tension, particularly with Gibbs and the rest of the team, as they try to
reconcile her past actions with her present role. Her brother Ari’s involvement in
several terrorist plots against the U.S. and his eventual death at the hands of her
colleagues raises numerous ethical questions and conflicts throughout her time on the
show.

Ziva also plays an essential role in a larger thematic sense, representing the tension
between duty and personal life, loyalty to country versus loyalty to team, and the
emotional impact of working in a high-risk, morally ambiguous profession. Her
personal journey—from a cold, calculating Mossad agent to a caring, integral part of
the NCIS team—mirrors many of the broader themes of the series, which often deals
with the balance between duty and personal sacrifice, and the impact of one’s past on
their present.

Ziva David is a character whose complexity, emotional depth, and unwavering strength
have made her a fan favorite throughout NCIS’s long run. From her troubled beginnings
in Mossad to her eventual place as a key member of the NCIS team, Ziva's evolution is
marked by her intense internal struggles and the relationships she forms along the way.
She embodies the heart of NCIS with her dedication to justice, loyalty to her team, and
personal growth over the course of the series. Whether in action or moments of quiet
reflection, Ziva remains one of the most memorable and impactful characters in the
show's history.




Cote de Pablo is a Chilean-American actress and singer
best known for her role as Ziva David on the long-running
CBS television series NCIS. Born Maria José de Pablo
Fernandez on November 12, 1979, in Santiago, Chile, she
moved to the United States at the age of ten when her
family relocated to Miami, Florida. She attended a
performing arts middle and high school before earning a
degree in musical theater from Carnegie Mellon
University.

De Pablo's big break came in 2005 when she was cast as
Ziva David, a former Israeli Mossad officer turned NCIS
special agent. Her portrayal of Ziva was widely praised for
its depth, strength, and complexity, making her one of
the show's most beloved characters.

She played the role for eight seasons, from 2005 to
2013, before departing the series. However, due to
popular demand, she made a brief return in 2019 to
wrap up Ziva’s storyline.

Beyond NCIS, de Pablo has appeared in several other
projects, including the miniseries The Dovekeepers
(2015), the TV movie Prototype (2016), and the film
The 33 (2015), which told the true story of the Chilean
mining disaster. She has also showcased her musical
talents, having performed songs in both Spanish and
English. While she keeps a relatively private personal
life, de Pablo remains a respected figure in the
entertainment industry, particularly for her strong and
compelling performances.
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